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Light. They also flirt with funk on
the track Break You and are starting
to show more early Whitesnake and
Purple era Stormbringer influences.
Doomsday Outlaw is destined to be
a big name on the British rock circuit
and Hard Times shows a band that 1s
going places and fast. TC

ESP 2.0

22 Layers Of Sunshine

SUNN CREATIVE

Anyone listening
| toamainstream
radio station in
1982 might have
heard Peter Coyle
of Lotus Eaters
singing their hit The First Picture
OfYou, followed by the debut single
of Big Country, Harvest Home,
with Mark Brzezicki playing the

! two shorter tracks,
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[ drums. Who'd have thought that

more than a third of 3 century later,
those two artists would be
collahorating together on a
progressive rack album! Well, that's
exactly what has happened thanks
mainly to Tony Lowe, another
experienced musician who has
pulled them together to form ESP
2.0, the follow-up to Tony and
Mark's ESP project from 2016.
Most songs on the album are
between six and eight minutes and
have time to breathe and develop in
interesting directions, with waves of
keyboards frequently used to create
dreamy symphonic prog landscapes.
Having a quality singer like Peter
Coyle certainly helps, especially in
the way he can draw out a melady
with a very slow delivery. Mark
Brzezicki's drumming is also
outstanding, most notably so on the
Algorithm where

! the aggressive drumming is high

n the mix and has echoes of Phil
Collins’ In The Air Tonight and the
instrumental Ride Through Reality
which is driven to a frenzied climax
by Mark's drums. Tony Lowe
also has moments of glory such as
the Gilmour-esque guitar solo in
Smuling Forever and the fabulous
closing section of Sensual Earth.
Aslight surprise is Gunshot
Lips which has a more pop-oriented
sound and the sort of relentless
infectious rhythm that vou find
in songs like Billy Idol's White
Wedding. It's strange song but
quite brilliant and probably the
outstanding track on the album,
This is a very well-crafted
set of songs, clearly put together
with passion and care by the
musicians involved and certainly
recommencded for all prog fans. PW

| EXTREMETIES
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This Dutch
| quintet’s debut
| contains some
good prog-metal
butto gettot,
| without skipping
traLkw depends on your love or at
least talerance of extrerne-metal
vocal-styles: an energetic cacophony
of angry, shouted or growled-vocals
amongst the musical elements,
including some down-tuned guitars.
If, like me, you prefer mare
accessible prog-metal that's not
dominated by so-called harsh-
vocals or tonal-screaming, then
first check out their more creative
songs: Hydrosphere (8.21), Through
| The Dreamscape (7.16) and 3-part
closer The Inward Eye (17.51),
These variously showcase mainly
clear English-vocals, great electric-
guitar, keys and even cello plus
some spacey-saxophone. (Fans of
the excellent band For The Oracle,
will love these tracks). Extremities’
unusual and challenging- hybrid
of juxtaposed styles is a tenuous-
bridge between extreme-metal and
imaginative-progmetal. Dipinand
see what works for vou! DK

FALSE LIGHTS
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WRECKORD LABEL

The blurb around
this band is at
once INtriguing
and yet also
suspicious: ‘folk
rock for the 21st
century’ is the label often attached to
the band, and how often have we
heard that sort of claim about
something which turns out to be
another example of ‘old tunesona
| new fiddle’. This time though,
there's a difference — dammit, if these
guys rmight not just have pulled it
offl

New to me, though this i
actually their second album, the
band display a superb knack of
integrating any type of modern
music which fits the purpose —from
prog rock to post rock to electronica
to indie guitar rock — and utilising
the whole palette to give a set of
(mostly) traditional tunes a jolly
good reimagining. Remember
that old trick where Steeleye Span
would produce something like Long
Lankin, 8ir James The Rose or even
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